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CONFIDENTIAL TUNIS 5498 
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TAGS: PFOR, TS, TU, CY, GR 

SUBJECT: TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTER VISITS TUNIS 
REF: TUNIS 4718 

1. TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTER TURAN GUNES VISITED TUNIS 
SEPTEMBER 3 AND 4, MAKING STATEMENTS TO PRESS, CONFERRING 
WITH PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA, AND CALLING ON FOREIGN MINISTER 
CHATTI (WHO CUT SHORT A VISIT TO LIBYA TO SEE BOURGUIBA 
BEFORE GUNES) REGARDING CYPRUS SITUATION. 

2. IN STATEMENT TO PRESS GUNES DECLARED THAT PURPOSE 

OF VISIT WAS TO DISCUSS SITUATION ON CYPRUS AND EXCHANGE 
VIEWS WITH TUNISIAN LEADERS. HE ASSERTED THAT TURKISH 
CYPRIOTS HAD ENDURED GROWING "GENOCIDE" OVER LAST 
DECADE AND THAT, WHILE CERTAIN COUNTRIES CONCERN THEM- 
SELVES WITH SITUATION OF GREEK CYPRIOTS, IT IS NORMAL 
TO PROVIDE AN EXPLANATION OF THE ISSUE TO TUNISIA, A 
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HE SAID THAT TURKEY IS READY TO DISCUSS ALL ISSUES AT 
GENEVA NEGOTIATIONS WITHOUT BEING RIGID, ESPECIALLY 
"THE DEMARCATION LINE." REGARDING TURKEY'S PREFERRED 
SOLUTION TO CYPRUS ISSUE, GUNES STATED THAT " FROM THE 
MOMENT THE TWO COMMUNITIES CAN NO LONGER LIVE TOGETHER, 
IT WOULD BE NECESSARY TO ADOPT A CONSTITUTIONAL STRUC- 
TURE WHICH PERMITS EACH COMMUNITY AN AUTONOMOUS ADMINI- 
STRATION WITH A GEOGRAPHIC BASE." HE ADDED THAT THE 
ISLAND SHOULD REMAIN AN INDEPENDENT STATE WITH ITS 
SOVEREIGNTY SAFE-GUARDED. 

3. PRESS ACCOUNTS OF GUNES" MEETING WITH BOURGUIBA 
AND CALL ON CHATTI GAVE NO DETAILS OF DISCUSSION. 

AFTER MEETINGS GUNES TOLD PRESS THAT HE SAW NO SIGN 
THAT ISSUE WILL SOON BE RESOLVED AND THAT TURKISH AND 
TUNISIAN LEADERS ARE CONVINCED OF NECESSITY TO RESOLVE 
CRISIS AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. 

4. COMMENT: GUNES VISIT FOLLOWS BY ONE MONTH REPORTED 
TUNISIAN DEMARCHE TO TURKEY ON CYPRUS ISSUE SEE REFTEL) 
AND, TAKEN TOGETHER WITH VISIT HERE LAST WEEK OF SPECIAL 
TURKISH REPRESENTATIVE GUNVER SEMIH, INDICATES THAT 
TURKEY IS MAKING SPECIAL EFFORT TO BRING TUNIS BACK TO 
FULLER SUPPORT OF ITS OBJECTIVES IN CYPRUS. 
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